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DIscussion Boards




Adding a Discussion Board

If you are not teaching a Web or Blended course,
you'll need to add your own Discussion Board link.

You'can access it here under Course Tools.

r select “Add Course Link” to
add Discussion Board to the
menu items under
Announcements.
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Adding a Forum

» To allow students to parficipate, you need to add a Forum: forinstance,
one for questions about the course.

» Create a differentforum for each
purpose. Don't use the same one to
ask questions about the course,
that you use for weekly grading.

Discussion Board

| Gln
N =

MATH-2568-002-T1889-AU-¢y
2014 {Linear Algebra
{71889))

Discussion Board

Forums are made up of individual discussi

Announcements

Course Tools

Handouts & Syllabus

Discussion Board




Forum Setfup

» Create a descriptive name for your forum

» Describeit’s purpose. If some forums are graded and some are not, note
that here, too.

®» Youcan timeforumsto open and close at specific fimes. Thisis particularly
helpfulif you are usingit to let students submit assignments or group work.

» Selectthe optionsthat you want. You can limit attachments, who can
delete, and other seftings.

» |f you selectgrading as an option, it will create a space in the gradebook
for the forum.

» |f you selectthe subscriptionfeature, you and students and subscribe to get
emailswhen a new post is made. Thiscan eliminate the need to check

“lustin case” someone has a question.



Forum Sefttings

If a Due Date is set, submissions are accepted after this date, but are marked late.

Wiewing Threads/Replies & Standard View

Farticipants must create a thread in order to view other threads in this farum.
If participants are required to creafe threads in order to view other threads in the forum, they cannot delete or edit their own posts,
and cannot post anonymously. Those options will be sef for you aufomafically.

Grade # MNo Grading in Forum

— Grade Discussion Farum: Points possible:
Grade Threads

Subscribe Do not allow subscriptions

y Allow members to subscribe to threads

Allow members to subscribe to forum

Include body of post in the email

#» Include link to post

Create and Edit Allow Anonymous Posts

Allow Author to Delete Own Posts
Only posts with no replies
Allow Author to Edit Own Published Posts
| Allow Members to Create New Threads
# Allow File Attachments
| Allow Users to Reply with Qluote

Force Moderation of Posts

Additional Options

Allow Post Tagging

Allow Members to Rate Posts




Adding a Thread & Subscribing

» Youshouldmake the first post in the forum to get things started, evenifit
seemsredundant. Clickon the name of the forum and then select Create
Thread.

Qwestions Do you have questions about the course? Due dates? Points? You can ask those here. Remember, everyone can 0 @ 0
read what you post here. If you want the question and answer to be private, send me an email. This forum is not
graded.

» |f you selectedthe Subscription option, you can click subscribe here to so
that you get the emails about new posts.

Forum: Questions

Organize Forum Threads on this page and apph
he column title or the caret at the top of each col




Create a Thread

» |f you want to attach filesto a forum, you need to do so atf the thread level.

» Threads help organize discussions. If you wan students to start a new
thread for each new topic, you can give those directions here.

» |f you subscribe before you post the first thread topic, you'll get an email
when it goes up to let you know the subscriptionis working.

¢~  Thread Actions Collect | | Delete

[ | w  Date-_ Thread Author Status Inread Posts Total Posts
O 11215 536 PM Postyour questions here. Betsy McCall Published @l 1

-3 | Thread Actions Collect | | Delete

Displaying 1 to 1 of 1 items Edit Paging...




Using Discussions to Drive Learning
Outside the Classroom

» |f you are teaching a Web or Blended course, you can use the discussion
board as your “classroom”. Students can post questions they might ask in
class. You can also have students answer questions you might ask them in
class.

» Classeswith collaborative lab activities can be done asynchronously.
» Students can work on projects by sharing files and ideas.
» Students can share resources.

®» Youcan encourage participation by grading the discussions: be sure to
provide a clear grading rubric.

» Warning: Parficipation does tend to fall off overtfime in semester-long
COUrses.



Online Quizzes & Tests




Creatfing Quizzes in Blackboard

While many of our course textbooks come with supporting software such as
MyMathLab, Stats Portal, ALEKS, WebAssign, or other sites, sometimeswe
may want to develop our own questions and deliverthose assessments
online. Or we may be teaching a course that does not come with these
online tools.

Blackboard allows us to write our own questionsin severalformats, some
which can be machine-graded.

Some test bank programs allow us to upload test bank questions to
Blackboard (such as TestGen).

You can also write questionsto be graded by hand later on.

If you build a make-up test in Blackboard, the Testing Center can proctor
the test and it will be available for you to grade as soon as it's completed.



Building a Quiz

» Go fo the folder where you want the quiz (or other assessment) to be

posted.

» Clickon Assessmentsand selectthe type of test to be created.

» We'll choose Test for the example.

» We'llselect Create new test on
the next screen.

» Choose a name for the Test, like
Quiz #1.

®» Youcan post a description and
general instructions here.
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New Quiz

» Once the quizis created the directionsand description will display and the
numiber of questions it contains.

=» Now we can create our questions.

= We can also upload - -l

STAT-1350-012-72452- AU- #

quegﬂons from this screen . BER st Test Canvas: Quiz #1

(72452))

The Test Canvas allows you to add and edit questions, add guestion sets or random blocks, reorder questions, and
Announcements review the test. More Help

» |f yoU’Ve Creo.l.ed O.I.her TR R

assessments in Blackbo ard s

Assessments & B
you can also reuse

Description This is a sample test created for Advanced Blackboard training.

M DI REE s D E S Instructions Answer each question on the test. Round answers as directed in individual problems. Some problems ask you
q U es I O nS rO| I l O e r to write definitions: use complete sentences. Essay questions will be graded by hand; others will be graded by
. Control Panel the computer.
q U |Zzes o P Content Collection Total 0
Questions
b Course Tools Total 0
Points
b Evaluation
b Grade Center
» Users and Groups
P Customization
» Packages and Utilities
» Help




Question Types

» \When you clickon Create Question, there are many options
for question types.

®» The easiestmachine graded questions to create for math are
» Calculated Numeric
» Either/Or
» True/False
» Matching
=» Mulfiple Answer
» Multiple Choice

» | use essay questionsfor definitions, or “show work™ questions.

Create Question

Calculated Formula
Calculated Numeric
Either/Or

Ezzay

File Response

Fill in Multiple Blanks
Fill in the Blank

Haot Spot

Jumbled Sentence
Matching

Multiple Answer
Multiple Choice
Opinion Scalel/likert
Qrdering

Qluiz Bowl

Short Answer

Truel/False

Reuse



Add Calculated Numeric

» |etf's create a calculated numeric, whichis a typical math problem. The
student is to submita numerical answer.

®» You can write your equationsin Word and copy them into Blackboard. The
Equation Editor, however, will not copy.

®» Youcan enterarange if 1. Question
you want students to round, or Question Title Solve quadrat
make the range zero if the % Question Text
answer must be exact. TTT aia v 3029 v T-S-E-9- -8

Solve the equation x2-5x+6=0. What is the larger of the two answers?

®» The nextsectionletsyou give
feedback on both correct
or incorrect answers.

2. Answers

3= Correct Answer 3

Answer Range +- [




Multiple Choice

» When doing a multiple choice problem, iry to make the alternative wrong
answers common mistakes. Generate them from sign errors or other
arithmetic problemsthat show up frequently. Generally one error per

answer choiceis best. 1

» There are options for numbering
choices, and vertical or
horizontal orientation.

» Always choose Show Answers

in Random Order, otherwise 2.

you willhave to scramble them
yourself.

. Question

Question Title Factoring

2= Question Text

T T T --Fontfami ¥ —Fontsize ¥ T - = = i= ~ 7 ~

Factor the expression x*-5x+6. Which of the following is the correct factorization?

Options

If partial eredit is allowed, each incorrect answer can specify what percentage of the tc

Answer Mumbering Mone Y

Answer Orientation Arabic Mumerals (1, 2, 3]
Roman Mumerals (I, 1, [}

) ) Uppercase Letters (A, B, C)
Allow Partial Credit Lowercase Letters (a, b, ¢}

Show Answers in Random Crder [



Multiple Choice

» The defaultis 4 choices, but you can change the number.

» Use the numberyou thinkis best. The more plausible the answer choices
the beftter the

3. Answers

q ues TI on. Select the number of answer choices, fill in the fields with possible answers, and select the correct ansiwer.
» I\/\Ore CmSWGFS Number of Answers 4 v
Caorract
meOnS |€SS e Answer 1. Remaove
pOSSing by T T T Aral v 3(2py v T-i=-iE- % @iy
8 (x-3)(x-2)
guessing. o
» YOU CCII’\ Only Answer 2. Remove
. T T T Aral v|3012p) Y |'T|-|[:E||iE|-||¥ ]| Qi ¥y
give general
5 (x+3)(x+2)
incorrect

feedback.



Essay

®» | yse the essay question to have students write definitfions. Thisgivesmore
space for students than the Short Answer question, which can also be used.

» Another good problem type for this questionis to work out a problem for
students and ask them to find the mistake. Have them explain where it’s
wrong and why. Or ask them to explain the steps to solve a problem in

words.

®» These questions are not machine-scored.

1. Question
Question Title parameter vs. statistic
-+ Question Text
T T T Arial v 3¢12pt) v T - =~i=-%- Hidy

In our Reece's Pieces lab, we measured out 100 candies and found the proportion of crange candies. Use this context to explain the difference between a

parameter and a statistic.
2. Answer

Enter an answer to provide an example of a correct response.

b

TT T Aral v 3(12p) v T~ iE-i=~ - QiMy

The proportion of orange candies in our sample of 100 is the statistic. The parameter is the proportion of all orange candies among all Reece’s Pieces
produced.|




Other Opftions

®» Experimentwith other question types to see which you like best.
» Save questionsyou've created to reuse.

®» Some test bank programs can allow you to upload questionsinto
Blackboard. Checkthat the program is compatible with the current version
of Blackboard.

®» Youcan also copy and paste text-based questions from printable test
bbanks.

» Convertequationsto imagesto use them in problem:s.




2. TestAvailability

Make the test Available = .-

Add a new Yes @ Mo
nnnnnnnnnnn tfor this
test

Multiple Attempts
Allow Unlimited Attempts
Mumber of Atempts

Score attempts using Last Graded Attempt

» Once you are done completing your
quiz, make the test available so students
can take it.

Set Timer

Set expected completion fime. Selecting this opfion also records completion time for this test. Students will see the timer option
before they begin the test.

» SelectYesto make the test available.

60 Minutes

Auto-Submit

YO U C O n p OST O n O n n O U n C e m e n 1- . OFF?;:E use?zgi‘ren the option to continue after fime expires.

ON: Test will save and submif automatically when time expires.

» Set the number of aftempts and how to | )
record mUlTIple SCO” ng OTTempTS. E.'arerj:i::ﬁszz{;jz';;;y.Ti‘meayn;;i:f:redt‘nﬂn;ﬁrremenf.

Display Until jo1118/2015 0147 &AM .N,;;.

Se‘l‘ 'I'h e ‘I'i m er Or | e OV e U n | i mi‘l‘ed ‘I'i me . Enter dates as mm/dd/yyyy. Time may be entered in any increment.

®» You can set a date foritto become
available later and close on a particular
date.

Assessments

Build Content Assessments Tools Partner Content

» Keep scrollingdown for even more options. B oul s
g uiz

This is a sample test created for Advanced Blackboard training.




Open for questions!

Special thanks to Kristi Schmid for her assistance!




